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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COLOMBO 3406 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, CE 

SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS OF PROPOSED SRI LANKA 
LEGISLATION 

REF: COLOMBO 3215 

1 . TWO BILLS BEFORE THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY CONTAIN 
PROVISIONS THAT MAY HAVE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS IF PASSED 
IN THEIR PRESENT FORM. THESE BILLS ARE NOW RECEIVING PUBLIC 
SCRUTINY AND CHARGES OF VIOLATION OF BASIC RIGHTS MAY APPEAR 
IN LOCAL AND FOREIGN MEDIA. 

2. THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION (REFTEL) ENUMERATES BASIC RIGHTS 
SUCH AS PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE, PROHIBITION OF A FINDING OF 
GUILTY FOR AN OFFENSE THAT WAS NOT AN OFFENSE AT THE TIME 

OF COMMISSION, OR AWARDING PUNISHMENT MORE SEVER THAN THAT IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 03406 2803 19Z 

FORCE AT THE TIME AN OFFENSE WAS COMMITTED. HOWEVER, CON 
STITUTION WOULD ALLOW THESE AND OTHER BASIC RIGHTS TO BE 
LIMITED IN THE INTEREST OF NATIONAL SECURITY OR OF THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMY. THERE IS ALSO AN ARTICLE THAT APPEARS TO 
ALLOW FOR EX POST FACTO LAWS. 

3. THE SO-CALLED CIVIC DISABILITIES ACT WOULD DEPRIVE THE 34 
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NAMED PERSONS, ALL FROM THE SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP), 
INCLUDING FELIX DIAS BAND ARAN AIKE, FORMER MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND JUSTICE, AND MOHAMED FOWZIE, FORMER MAYOR OF COLOMBO, 

OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE OR BE A CANDIDATE FOR ELECTED OFFICE FOR 
SEVEN YEARS. IN ADDITION, NAMED PERSONS WOULD BE BARRED FOR 
LIFE FROM BEING APPOINTED TO ANY JUDICIAL OFFICE OR BEING EM- 
PLOYED BY THE GOVERNMENT. FINES MAY ALSO BE IMPOSED. 

4. WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE FOREGOING 
FOR SRI LANKA'S ENVIABLE HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD AND ARE MENTION- 
ING THESE CONCERNS WHENEVER APPROPRIATE. 

WRIGGINS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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